Firearm injuries and deaths have become a public health crisis. These tragedies
are preventable.

Facts

Firearm-related deaths are among the leading three causes of death in
American children and youth.?

1in 3 homes with children have guns, many unlocked and loaded. Three
of every four children ages 5-14 know where these guns are located.*
80% of unintentional firearm deaths of children under 15 years occurin a
home.*

Adolescent suicide risk is strongly associated with firearm availability.’
82% of youth who died by firearm suicide used a gun owned by a family
member.

Tips for Prevention

The best preventive measure against firearm injuries and deaths among
children is not to have a gun in the home. If you do choose to have firearms
in your home, the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends these safety
rules:’

Never allow your child access to your gun(s). No matter how much
instruction you may give him or her, children are not mature and
responsible enough to handle a potentially lethal weapon.

Never keep a loaded gun in the house or the car.

Guns and ammunition should be locked away safely in separate locations
in the house; make sure children don't have access to the keys.

Guns should be equipped with trigger locks or cable locks.

When using a gun for hunting or target practice, learn how to operate it
before ever loading it.

Never point the gun at another person, and keep the safety catch in place
until you are ready to fire it.

Before setting the gun down, always unload it.

Never handle or use a firearm while consuming alcohol or taking drugs.

Sources:

1. https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-home/Pages/Handguns-in-the-
Home.aspx

2. The Centers for Disease Control National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS) 2002

3. American Academy of Pediatrics, Firearm-Related Injuries Affecting the Pediatric Population, Council
on Injury, Violence, and Poison Prevention Executive Committee, October 18, 2012

4. http://askingsaveskids.org/

Even if you don't have guns in your
own home, that won't eliminate
your child’s risks of being exposed
to injury from a gun. Half of the
homes in the United States contain
firearms, and more than a third of
all accidental shootings of children
take place in the homes of their
friends, neighbors, or relatives.! To
prevent these injuries:

Parents should ask about the
presence of a loaded firearm in
the homes where their children
visit or play. Remember: Asking
Saves Kids.

For more information about
how to start a conversation
about firearm safety, see http://
askingsaveskids.org/
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Armas de Fuego

Numeros

« Los fallecimientos de armas de fuego estan entre las tres causas
principales de muerte en los ninos y adolescentes americanos.?

« 1de cada 3 hogares con nifos tiene armas, muchas de ellas cargadas
y no estan bajo llave. *

«  80%de las muertes accidentales de niflos menores de 15 por pistolas
ocurren en una casa. *

« Elriesgo de suicidio en los adolescentes es asociado mas cuando hay
disponibilidad un arma de fuego.’

«  82% de adolescentes que murieron por el arma de fuego usaron una
pistola propia de un miembro de la familia.2

Consejos Aunque no tenga armas en su

La mejor medida preventiva contra las lesiones y muertes de los nifos casa, eso no eliminara los riegos

por armas es no poseer una. Sin embargo, si decide tener armas en su para su hijo. La mitad de los

hogar, la American Academy of Pediatrics recomendé las siguientes hogares en Estados Unidos tienen

pautas de seguridad:' armas y mas de una tercera parte

« Nunca permita que su hijo tenga acceso a sus armas. No importa de todos los disparos accidentales
cuantas instrucciones le dé, un nifio no es suficientemente maduro ni de nifRos ocurren en las casas de
responsable como para manipular un arma de fuego potencialmente sus amigos, vecinos o familiares.
letal. « Hable con los padres del

+ Nunca guarde una pistola cargada en la casa ni el auto. amigo de su hijo y averigiie

« Lasarmasy las municiones deben estar bajo llave en lugares seguros si tienen armas en su casa.
de la casa y separados; asegurese de que los ninos no tengan acceso Recuerde: Preguntando salva
a las llaves. los nifos

« Las armas deben tener seguros para detonadores. Para mas informacion en

« Cuando utilice un arma para cazar o practicar punteria, aprenda como iniciar una conversaciéon
como funciona antes de cargarla. sobre la armas de fuego, visita:

« Nunca apunte a otra persona con una pistola y mantenga el pestillo http://askingsaveskids.org/
de seguridad puesto hasta que esté listo para dispararla.

« Siempre descargue el arma antes de guardarla.

+ No use alcohol ni drogas mientras dispara.

Recursos Adicionales:

1. https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-home/Pages/Handguns-in-the-
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3. American Academy of Pediatrics, Firearm-Related Injuries Affecting the Pediatric Population,
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